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Research Team
The BeST Science Times Newspaper and Research Club, founded by Lawrence Kim, aims to
raise awareness of science within today’s youth. It is composed of two teams, the Newspaper
Team and the Research Team. The Newspaper team releases newspaper publications based
on student submissions, while the Research Team conducts research on critical interests of
students. Our members consist of students from the Biomedical Science and Technology
Academy at Chino High School.

Background
Our research team has worked throughout the span of the 2023-2024 academic year to
construct a framework for a research on Artificial Intelligence (AI) usage in education, release a
survey receiving over 500 responses, create a report on survey results, and hold a forum for all
Chino Valley Unified School District (CVUSD) community members to foster an open
discussion. The forum was designed to spark a conversation within our own district regarding an
integrative part of educational technology, and our team hopes to further pursue this initiative in
collaboration with CVUSD.

Special Acknowledgements
We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to our largest supporters, Mrs. Davis and Mr.
Miller. The work of the BeST Science Times was able to show its light on the surface due to the
tremendous amount of advice and support from Mrs. Davis and Mr. Miller, we thank them for
their continuous support!
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Forum Overview
The CVUSD AI in Education Forum was held at Chino High School on April 20th, 2024 from
9:30AM to 12:00PM. The objective was to create an open platform for CVUSD community
members to discuss the future of AI usage for students and teachers in education.

9:30AM - 9:40AM Opening Remarks

9:40AM - 9:50AM Introduction to AI (Wharton School)

9:50AM - 10:30AM Session 1 : CVUSD Survey Result

10:30AM - 11:00AM Session 2 : Local Examples - COJUSD

11:00AM - 11:10AM AI Usage for Teachers and Students (Wharton School)

11:10AM - 11:50AM Session 3 : Open Floor Discussion

11:50AM - 12:00PM Closing

Speaker & Panelists
Our Speaker, Dr. Yolanda Valdez is the esteemed superintendent of the Cutler-Orosi Joint
Unified School District (COJUSD), who has first-handedly pioneered her district’s steps towards
AI integration.

Our Panelists consisted of representatives from diverse backgrounds, ranging from students to
district personnels in CVUSD.

2



Session 1 : CVUSD Survey Result

A total of 512 responses were collected from schools including Chino High School, Chino Hills

High School, Ayala High School, Don Lugo High School, Townsend Jr. High School, and Cal

Aero Preserve Academy with 54 teachers and 458 students. Major findings are as below, and

the full report is attached as <Appendix 1>.

a. General results display that more than half of respondents did not have any experience

with ChatGPT and are not well-informed about its functions

b. The view towards AI was hugely leaning negatively, at a rating of -37. Compared to the

78 promoters, there were about 172 neutrals and 267 critics

c. Confidence in AI reliability was fairly inconfident, as an average of 5.91 was presented

when respondents were asked to rate confidence from a scale of 1 to 10

d. Opinions were split equally regarding plagiarism issues whether AI usage was an act of

plagiarism or not

Following the survey report presentation, the panel and audience discussed the issues below.

a. How would AI educate students alongside teachers?

- AI provides a diverse array of information from many perspectives, tailoring the learning

to the student

- Students can quickly gain sufficient information in case a teacher is unable to answer a

question at the moment

- It is a powerful tool to make teaching less repetitive and make it more complex.

Mundane tasks such as creating pacing guides and rubrics can be mitigated, while

further allowing teachers and administrators to spend more time on instruction

- Teachers would have a critical role in the education system, and AI will bolster that

status through providing more time to focus on instruction

b. Why is a teacher's age and viewpoint towards AI negatively correlated?

- Teachers belonging in the older generation would have positive viewpoints towards AI

due to a lack of personal experience regarding AI’s potential implications

- The introduction of Generation Z teacher workforce marks the beginning of a need for

change in teaching methods
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c. Are computers and AI taking away the ability to learn basic educational skills?

- It is evident that more children are reliant on computers and technology starting from a

significantly young age.

- This leads to a potential deterioration of a habit of pursuing answers and

problem-solving due to AI’s quick responses

- Strict regulations must be thoroughly assessed, as learning alongside AI is important

and necessary in the education system

- There is a need to reconsider the definition of plagiarism, per the usage of AI models

d. How is AI currently being used in the classroom?

- An ELA teacher at Chino Hills High School utilizes AI to help students understand books

by having AI models imitate the personality of the actual character and fostering

discussions.

- The usage of AI to mimic characters to engage in discussions have displayed

competitiveness within students to beat the AI in a debate, leading to a more interactive

experience

- AI has many positive implications, we need to adapt instead of avoid

e. How are other sectors approaching AI usage?

- In the corporate Information Technology (IT) sector, AI is used to provide new, analytical

perspectives that are different from what humans perceive. It also completes tedious

tasks at a fast rate including data analysis

- In the medical field, AI allows medical school students to easily see diagnoses and

prescriptions

f. How should plagiarism be addressed?

- The norm for plagiarism may change: the usage of AI may not be classified as

plagiarism anymore to accompany the changing technological age

- If students are putting effort into utilizing AI the proper way, however the district deems

proper, then it should not be flagged as an act of plagiarism. However, merely using AI to

gain answers in a few seconds should be marked for plagiarism.
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Session 2 : Local Examples - COJUSD

Dr. Valdez provided valuable insight rooting from experience leading COJUSD that has already

integrated AI into their education system. She said “We are in an exploratory place with AI” and

presented how she has used AI and approached it in COJUSD. Dr. Valdez’s full presentation is

attached as <Appendix 2>.

Following the presentation, the panels and audiences had Q&As as below.

a. How is the COJUSD addressing AI in education?

- COJUSD has seen the benefits of using AI in their education system, especially

regarding the “Gift of Time” (saving time through mitigating mundane tasks)

- District personnel, school administrators, and teachers have agreed to explore AI by

sharing a new AI tool every meeting

- Students use AI as a personal tutor. All high school students in COJUSD are able to use

AI (Packback) to proofread and improve writing skills

- Teachers save time by having disciplinary letters written by ChatGPT

- Dr. Valdez has encouraged all administrators to have students use AI in classrooms

following her initiative in exploring AI on her own

b. Following COJUSD’s first year of piloting AI usage, what is the next step?

- An AI Committee will be formed to continue advancing AI usage

- Policies regarding AI usage will be developed and get board approved

- Professional learning will continue and improve for staff and students

- In 2025, a position based on AI in Education will be implemented through the board

c. Have you been able to integrate AI in Special Education (IEPs)?

- AI is planned to be integrated into the Local Control and Accountability Plan for funding

- The special education director uses AI tools to create IEP’s based on data provided

- Analyzing data is more comprehensive in terms of benefitting special education students

- Moreover, individualized instruction in special education curriculum is easier to create

through AI usage

d. Are there other usages of AI at the moment?

- International students are able to use AI to translate material in real-time
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e. What would be a good jumping off point to begin using AI?

- Encourage and persuade all staff to explore AI usage and integrate it into classrooms

- Show administrators AI’s powerpoint development and curriculum-making potential

- Provide avenues to explore its abilities and coordinate towards learning

f. Are there any curriculum available for students and staff to learn about AI?

- There are no curriculums at the moment.

- Currently, the instructional leadership team discuss and determine what the preliminary

message going out

- Next year it will be more formalized as teachers are currently using AI on their own now

g. Will AI remove creativity for children's learning in the future?

- AI will never replace creativity as we already know it in humans because they are based

upon prompt providing

- People who use AI can actually spark more creativity because of further understanding

Session 3 : Open Floor Discussion

Our panels and audiences had a comprehensive discussion about AI integration in CVUSD and

shared common views as below.

a. AI usage is inevitable, it is a matter of CVUSD’s response to it.

b. Prevention of AI usage would be a huge disadvantage for CVUSD students, therefore the

question formed should be how AI can be used ethically.

c. Understanding academic dishonesty and the extent to which AI usage can project this is

important.

d. Teachers may need to ask students, “How did you use AI platforms to help you

understand the concepts” to break the barrier between plagiarism and using it as

assistance.

e. Like students, teachers have different ways of teaching, meaning they should explore

with AI to understand proper usages.

f. Better time optimization will be present, especially with AI managing grading through

teacher-provided rubrics as well.
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Also, the panels and audiences discussed the issues below in detail.

a. How can all students use ChatGPT as a tool academically and non academically

regardless of socioeconomic status?

- A curriculum provided in an equitable manner must be implemented.

- This curriculum can be placed similarly to an elective due to complications in

implementing as an A-G requirement; the lack of mandation unfortunately may be unable

to achieve the goal of equity due to differing interests of students

b. How can we ensure that students are getting the correct information from AI?

- Most responses are accurate. However, encouraging the use google and books to

further the credibility is critical

c. What is the ideal age to expose students to AI?

- Just like any other common core subject, learning about AI can start as early as

elementary years. A continuously rigorating course design will allow students to start off

with an on-the-surface exposure in elementary years to deeper analysis in high school

- AI curriculum are already included in platforms such as Code.org

Conclusion

After thorough conversation between community members, the following conclusions were

reached:

a. Generative AI has the potential to better educate students and provide a significant

advantage for CVUSD students for their post-secondary education careers

b. A contemporary system in which a CVUSD teacher is able to integrate AI into their

teaching is necessary

c. The district needs to place effort towards AI implementation in education through

encouraging schools to experiment while simultaneously developing appropriate

protocols on the district level

d. Institutionalize a “CVUSD Committee on Artificial Intelligence Education” to further action

in leading students towards the next technological age

e. If possible on a district level, create a curriculum integrating AI and its usages
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<Appendix 1> CVUSD Survey Results

[Total] Responses

We received a total of 512 responses (458 students and 54 teachers) from our community
schools, including Chino High, Chino Hills High, Ayala High, Don Lugo, Townsend, and Cal
Aero. The student respondents were composed of students grade 7-12, while teacher
respondents encompassed diverse age groups, teaching experience, and subject of expertise.

[Total] AI Experiences

Overall, usage of ChatGPT is very low in our community, and only a small amount of people use
it frequently. Simultaneously, there's a significant difference in usage frequency.
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Additionally, the general viewpoints and experiences towards AI are mostly negative. This
includes implications following a lack of knowledge/experience in AI usage.

[Total] Potential Usages of AI

The general consensus points towards belief in AI’s potential to be used for a variety of
purposes including idea generation, homework help, and exam preparation.
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[Students] Potential AI Usage in Class

Students identified a diverse array of methods to utilize AI within their own education including
homework assistance through guidance and in-class personalized learning support.

[Teachers] Potential AI Usage in Class

Teacher respondents also identified a diverse array of methods to utilize AI within their own
teachings similar to student responses. A significant difference can be seen in an increase in
teacher responses regarding idea generation for assignments.
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[Total] Confidence in AI Implementation

Paramountly, confidence in AI’s credibility is at a median, whilst leaning mildly positive.
However, the number of absolute distrust stands at a significant number as seen by the 9% on
“1”, while absolute trust also stands at a similarly significant amount, with 5% 's on “9” and “10”.

Despite conflicting views on AI credibility, a markedly differing result can be seen in the concept
of academic dishonesty. Per the equivalent divide between responses, respondents were
evidently faced with uncertainty regarding AI’s implications on academic dishonesty.

[Comments] Specific Usage

General belief holds that CVUSD needs to address the changing sphere of education, and
provide avenues for teachers and students alike to experiment with and properly use AI models.
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<Appendix 2> Local Examples - COJUSD
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